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years old produced a very great effect on him; he has
often told me how he and his three brothers used to meet
every day during her illness and pray that she might
recover. These early impressions never completely faded
away and left a strain of austerity in his character; he
was always rather a Sabbatarian, and regular in his observ-
ance both of private and public worship. Habits of personal
devotion indeed came naturally to him, and the intellectual
claim of Christianity troubled him comparatively little,
though he had ceased to hold the unquestioning faith of
his childhood. It was, however, the moral claim—at any
rate as often presented by preachers and theologians—that
he felt so hard to reconcile with the fulness of life as he
understood it, with all that it includes of beauty in nature,
art, and literature.   " Christianity gives the height and
depth of life," he says in his commonplace book: " has it
yet tried to give life's breadth? " And in another place:
" The reconciliation of a true faith both in God and man;
... is the problem which only life itself, and that partially,
can solve." And again: " How can I make a synthesis be-
tween religion all-in-all as in the New Testament which
holds and convinces me on one side, and art, life, experi-
ence, knowledge all-in-all . , . which holds me as much
on the other? "
He had moods in which, I think, he would have appre-
ciated the saying: "Shakespeare is, after all, the surest
refuge from the saints! " and it was entirely characteristic
of him that after finishing Dostoievsky's Brothers Kara-
mazov and much anxious meditation on the problems
raised by that great and disturbing book he should have
reacted in the opposite direction and found rest and refresh-
ment of mind in Gibbon's Autobiography \
He had no love for medievalism, or for the monkish or
ascetic point of view; his sympathies were always with
those wno, in Stevenson's words " ply the trade; mat wed
the maid ", and his favourite " Book of Devotion ", if it
may be called so was, after the Bible, Matthew Arnold's
Notebooks, These different tendencies of thought pulled

